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CLARINETIST-COMPOSER ANDY BISKIN CELEBRATES RELEASE OF TWO NEW CDS

"One clarinetist worth watching is Andy Biskin, as much for his composing as his playing." 

— Kevin Whitehead, Fresh Air with Terry Gross

* Friday, October 6 with chamber jazz group TRIO TRAGICO at CORNELIA STREET CAFÉ

* Friday, March 23, 2007 with the ANDY BISKIN QUARTET playing his unique arrangements of the songs of Stephen Foster and Biskin’s originals at SYMPHONY SPACE

Clarinetist-composer Andy Biskin celebrates the release of his trio and quartet CDs in concert:

• Friday, October 6, 2006 celebrating the release of Trio Tragico (strudelmedia scmd010) featuring Biskin on clarinet and bass clarinet, with trumpeter Dave Ballou and bassist Drew Gress at Cornelia Street Café, 29 Cornelia Street, NY. Sets at 9 and 10:30 p.m.  Cover is $10.  Call 212-989-9319 or log on to www.corneliastreetcafe.com for more information.

• Friday, March 23, 2007 celebrating Biskin’s idiosyncratic arrangements of Foster and original pieces on Early American: The Melodies of Stephen Foster (strudelmedia scmd009) with the Andy Biskin Quartet — Biskin with Pete McCann (guitar), Chris Washburne (trombone and tuba), John Hollenbeck (drums and percussion), along with guest vocalist will be Theo Bleckmann — at Symphony Space's Leonard Nimoy Thalia Theater, 2537 Broadway at 95th Street, NY.  Show at 8:30pm.  Tickets are $21.  Call 212-864-5400 or log on to www.symphonyspace.org for more information.

Biskin’s unique vision of American music grows in exciting new directions on these very different new releases both out October 3, 2006 on Strudelmedia (strudelmedia.com).   Together these two albums not only cover a lot of musical territory with confidence and charm, they also show a composer-improviser at the top of his game — and like all of Biskin’s music, they are also a lot of fun. As Ben Ratliff of the New York Times noted in a review of Biskin’ previous release, Dogmental, “It's hard to find gentle humor in jazz but the clarinetist Andy Biskin has perfect radar for it.” 

Born and raised in Texas, Andy Biskin studied music and anthropology at Yale and worked as an assistant to folklorist Alan Lomax. His quintet release, Dogmental on Gunther Schuller’s GM Recordings, received wide critical acclaim. “Andy Biskin's effervescent quintet slams neo-Dixieland, Jimmy Giuffre-esque chamber jazz, and Raymond Scott-inspired zaniness together and still finds plenty of room for inspired improvisation and offbeat composition,” said the New Yorker. “Imagine Weill oom-pah and the Stravinsky of l'Histoire du Soldat crashing into the Armstrong Hot Five on the parade ground or in the saloon. Rhythms march this way and that, fox-trot into a chair, climb the walls. All eminently swinging and unfailingly tuneful,” said the Boston Phoenix. The album was also featured on NPR’s Fresh Air with Terry Gross, and named one of the top jazz albums of 2000 by Jazziz magazine.

For the past three years, Biskin has also been performing and touring his Goldberg’s Variations project, a suite of twelve Rube Goldberg “inventions” for which Biskin created video animations and a cartoon-music soundtrack for his sextet. The piece premiered at New York’s Symphony Space and has since toured nationally. 

Few contemporary composer-instrumentalists rival Andy Biskin’s craftsmanship, technical elegance, and grasp of American musical history. His eclectic musical universe already includes post-modernist traditional jazz and soundtrack music for an early 20th-century cartoonist. With Trio Tragico and Early American, he adds chamber jazz and the classic tunes of a 19th-century American songwriter to that ever-expanding universe.

www.AndyBiskin.com
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